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Il dn Obfervation of an Infant, where the
Brain was depreffed into the bollow of the
Vertebre of the Neck: By Dr. Edward
Tyfon, Fellow of the College of Phyfitians,
and R. S.

Bout Years ago I was defired with Mr. Zay-

A field .a Chyrurgeon to fee a Birth in the Neigh-
bourhood, which was reported to be very Monftrous
and Surprifing: When I came I found it far different
from the Report Good Women firft gave of it; But

what I thought very extraordinary, and much like the

Inftance lately given in the Philofophical Tranfa&ions,

N° 226, for the Month of March, 1697. In my De~

{cription of it, I can’t be circumftantial in all particu-
lars as I would, not having the Notesby me I then
took, they being at prefent mifplaced ; and indeed I
had not an opportunity of fully {atisfying my felf, the
Child being to be Buried prefently.  Yet what [ chiefly
defign to remark, was {o obvious that I can’t miftake in
the account of it:

As firft the Midwife informed me, that the was ve-

ry fenfible that the Child wasalive, and that it died in
the Birth, or a little before. When T obferved it, 1
found it well grown ; all the Limbs and Body well
Proportioned and Plump ; the Face well featured, og-
ly trom the Eye-brows ; the Scull was perfettly deprefe
fed down to the Os Sphenoides, ot Bafis of the Calvaria;
{o that it had no Forehead at all.

Lopened the Crasium in {everal places, before I could

find any Brain at ail ; the Cranium being every where

{o deprefled and touching the Cafvariz ; but at lengih
i
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1 obferved near the pafling out of the Medulla Oblongara,
to the Medulla Spinalis, a {mall quantity of the Brain;
the whole might be included in a Walout-thell. ’TI'was
covered over with a bloody Matter :- At prefent I do
not well remember whether 1 did diftinguith the Cine-
riceous and Medullary Subilances here; but thrufting
down my little Finger thro’ the Foramen where the
Medulla Spinalis pafies ; I oblerved a very large Cavity
isi the holiow of the Pertebre of the Neck, o that [
could turn my Finger round a good compafs there;
which eafily made me to conclude, that the Brain muft
be preffed down hithzr; whichI'was the more induced
to believe, becaule the Mother informed me, that
when e was with Child, the received a confiderable
vruife in her Belly : I had no opportunity cf making
more particular Remarks, becaufe, as I (aid, the Child
was to be prefently Baried, and what we did was in the
fame Room where the ctber was; otherwife I fhould
have cndeavoured to have traced the Nerves, and by
cpening the Vertebre of the Neck to obferve what
ditintions of parts of the Brain I could have difcover-
ed there. For this large Cavity of tie Pertebre, 1
iound to be filled with a Subflance like the Brain or
Medulla Spinalis, or both. But far larger than the
Medulla Spinalis its felt could be in fo fmali an In-
fant.

And how far the Medulla Spinalis may anlwer the
Office of the Brain efpecially in the Embrio’s, where
there is no Exercife of the Senfes, nor the Imaginative
Faculty, will be no grear difficulty toapprekend; fince
for the Fuaftions of Life in them, the Spirits genera-
ted even in the Medulla Spinalis (for it has a Glandu-
lous Subftance too, but inwards) may {uffice.  Efpe-
cizlly in this Inftance where I do fuppole a great pare
of the Brain to be detruded (by the bruife the Mo-
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ther received) into the hollow of the Periebre: and
do Quere, whether in thofe Inftances that are given of
Births of - Infants withiout Brains, there might not be
the hike Accident of the Brain, or the Principal Parts
of it being deprefled into the Pertebree ; which in
Erbrio’s, (before hardned into Bownes) are Parts ex-
tendible.  But the Brain being confined in fo narrow an
enclofure, it ftints its growth and enlargement 5 yet
may bé {ufficient to fupply Spirits for the maimaining
thofe Offices of Life the Fatas enjoys, before the Birti:
whilft in the Womb,

But fomewhatto confirm thefe Inflances given in
the fame Tranfattion, of Life continping after the lofs
of a great part of the Brain, I fhall add this followieg
Obfervation.

IV. dn Obfervation of one Hemifpbere of tie
Brain [phacelated , and of @ Store found in
the fubftance of the Brain its felf : By Ed-
ward Tyfon, Fellow of the College of Phyfi~
tians and R. S.

T~ Ecemb. 12, 1688, 1 was defired to be prefen:
% at the opening of Mr. A. About Two Moun:hs
efore (as I was informed) he had received ina Quar-
rel at the Taverna great bruife on his Head by a Quaie
Por. But for the prefent neglected the ufe of means,
aitl at 1alt he was forced to betake himfelf to his Bed,
Dr. Mortor was fent for. He found him to complain o
a moft violent pain in his Head. He fometimes Vo-
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